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A new Scopimeruie crab from the Malay Peninsula 

By M. W. F. TwEEDis, iiji. 

Genus Potamocypoda geo. nov. Geoo^pe PotamocypQda ^gil 

Tweedie infra 

This geous dUTen from all other Scopirocrioffi except 
Pieudogtttuimus* in having one of the chelipeds of the male 
greatly enlarged aod modiAed» it is imm^iately distinguished 
ir^ tMt genus by the condition of the fronto-orbitaJ border, 
which u shorter than tlie greatest breadth of the carapace, and 
from all the members of the sub'family except certain species 
of Jlyoplas by the absence of tympana from the men of the 
wallang legs, it differs further from all other Scopimerime in 
that the interantenoular septum ia narrow. 

It appears not to be closely related to any previously 
desenbed genus and. while there la no doubt of iU being an 
Oeypodid. its position within the family is a little dUheuTt to 
decida 

Kemp, in 1919^ stated that the Scoplmertrue may be 
distii^iahed frm the Macrophthalmin* by the more oblique 
position end rudimentary character of the antennules and by 
the greater breadth of the interanteiuiular septum. While tho 
‘tympana” on the men of the legs are highly characteristic of 
tlw suWamily, they ore absent in smne species of llyoplaz, 
whose Scopunenne affinities are beyond doubU 

In Potam^typoda the ''tympana” are absent, the interan* 
tennular septum ia narrow and the appearance of the animal 
strongly recalls that of ParacieUUai^ma a Macroplithalrnine 
genua. The antennules, however, are minute and obliquely 
folded and so concealed beneath the front as to be almost invisible 
without manipulation. Further, the exop^itea of the external 
moillipods are wholly concealed, as in typical Scopimerina, 
whereas m all Macrophthalmine genera that I have examined 
they are vbible external to the iachia. Finally, the male 
abdomen is typically Scopimerine in aspect The fifth segment 
u abruptly constricted and all the segments are separate. In 
ParacUuip9toma and genera allied to it (though not in 
Mocr^phthalmua) the basal segments of the abdomen aro fused 
togetlier. 


l- TweedJe, BsU. RaSfei Hua, IS. 1SS7, p. ISS. 
>• K«inp, Records Indian Uiumo, zvi, p. 80S. 
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Potamocypoda pqgil apji. 

« / f«na3e from the Sune&i K&vu 

of ““ 

f?Mcnphon.—The ounpace ia diatioctly broader than lonff 
and somewhat convex *n both directions j the lon^idinS 

carapace of which la inflated. The front is doflexed, its frS 
^ge being rounded or very bluntly angular? the poat-fronUl 
lobea are mall but well marked and separated by a narrow 

nl^row the front is not 

margin U considerably shorter than 

gender. TOc lateral margins are entire and arched, the 
curvature being more marked in the female than tlie male. 

surface of the carapace is smooth, finely puncUU and 
^ tomenloae on the branchial regions. Tlie median 
wrt of the cervical groove is marked by two confluent curved 
ines, Were le an oblique line on die posterior part of each 
bran^chial won and a iransverae line runs dose and paroUel 
to ihe posterior margin. ' 

The lower orbital margin is smooth and separated externally 
irom the upper by a wide gap; the epiatome ia short and iu 
mcdi^ nrocess la dentiform. The buccal cavern ia broad and 
completely clo^ by the third maxillipeda. The aecond maxilli- 
peda are sun pie, aa in Hyoplas and DcliUopsii, not expanded as 
m Seoptmera. 

. The abdomen of the male (flg.2.e) ia typically Scopimerine 
in snaps and all ita segments are separate and distinct. That 
of the female la wpanded so as to cover the sUmal segments 
almost entirely. The male abdominal pleopod (fig. 2, d) is not 
recurved on itself aa in the auperficiaily almilar Macrophthalmine 
genera. 

The chclipeds in the female are small and slender and the 
Angers spoon^ped. In the male the right or left cheliped is 
develop^ to in the female wd the other greatly enlarged and 
mwmed (ng. 2, a, 6). The menis and carpua are merely 
en arged and arc not anned or ornamented in any way. Tho 
palm IS inflated and about aa high aa long and its outer surface 
IS smooth except for some scattered granules near the base 
of the immovable finger. There is a curved crest on the 
proxi mal part of the upper surface a nd on the inner surface 

The (jrpe* wiU b« deported in Ike British Muaeuia " 
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toere art some gnniiJes iie*r the mioulatiyn of u- JactyJ. 

** 5 nage oil the outer aurfsc® of tlw 

{ts under surf ace gmuk^. The formation of Uie 
apposed or biting surface of the Angers is hisdilv cherartpHai i/> 

» aTCiSta lSu«h«2’“f‘‘,1? the base 

Kif ^ short of the tip. The inner edce whirh in « 

the outer, u‘^defin«d“ atK raw (rf 

ihT^hv J™* “®'' towards the tip and 

croB^ the biting surface to jom the eirtemal row at ita riiatAi 

the ittger,^S3ru aS 

tee two trumgular space enclosed b? 

ff^uies* This enclosed space U filled bv 1 
^ “’?• -i Th« Wt^surfacTof^e 

ap«^ 

moderately slender, the meri not being 
JJtpju^ed. The meri. are slightJv tementose and the carpi and 
pairaiif^e^^*^^ “* particuterly those of tee two wteriv 

The colour of the carapace ia olive brown and of the limbs 
and under surface yellowish brown. 

te which thU crab was found 
^sscmo, including $. semiffranovt 
bui «hrimp, IS subject to tidal rise and fall 

out changes in salinity. A sample of 

!h**o^^* '’11/0“".^ ^ he completely frosS, and 
the water or the River Sedili is regarded as freali for a 
considerable distance below its j'unction with the stream. 


Measuremonta of male type.^ 

CsrepoM,— 

Gnsuil bnadtb 

Dmdtb of front 
Froato^rbital broedia 
Ln/t (tniargtd) cktla^ 

U«^^ .. 

HeifSt of palm 
Length of dActyliu .. 

PoMtlinMU valking Ug.^ 

Lenfth of mems 
Broodlb of iDonu .. 

^nbinod lenstb of earpae and propodiu 
LoActS af daotylu .. 
wlMomoi.— 

Lonfth .. 

fireadUi at third oegmoAt .** 
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